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eminent of the other victims during these months were
Charlotte Corday, executed for the murder of Marat on July
17, 1793,1 and Custine, the ex-Constituant and conqueror of
Spires, Worms, Mayence, and Frankfort, who was condemned
to death for not having properly provisioned Mayence, or done
his best to relieve that city, after a patient trial lasting thirteen
days, on August 27. Even after the reorganization of the
Tribunal by i^he resolution of September 5, the atrocity of
condemnations of large batches of prisoners did not at once
commence, and the executions between September, 1793, and
March, 1794, were comparatively few to those between March
and July, 17942 The Reign of Terror, though in full opera-
tion and action, did not reach its height until the law of
22 Prairial, Year II. (June 10, 1794), took away from the
prisoners their last chance of a fair trial.

Two trials during this second period, from September 5,
1793, to the end of February, 1794, must be noted, which
differed from the rest, owing to the previous history of the
prisoners, Marie Antoinette had been left at peace in the
Temple after the execution of her husband, and, though
separated from her children, had been seemingly forgotten
by the Convention during the furious contest between the
Girondins and the Mountain. But when that struggle was
over, and the republicans were enraged by the successes of the
foreign armies on the frontiers, attention was again directed
towards "the Widow Capet," as the unfortunate queen wa&
called, and on August 1 she was removed to the Conciergerie.
The daring attempts of the Baron de Batz and the Chevalier
de Maison Rouge to open communications with her and con-
trive an escape attracted the notice of the Committee of Genera]
Security, and on August 25 Fouquier-Tinville was ordered to
make preparations for her trial. It must not be believed thai
she was treated in prison with the extreme barbarity described
in royalist pamphlets. The expenses of her maintenance have

1  Yol 11 p. 253.

2  Sec Appendix IX., where the actual figures of tlie numbers con-
demned month "by month "by the Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris are-
given and analyzed.